AT A GLANCE

Bard College and Bard College at Simon’s Rock: The Early College
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Blithewood gardens at Bard College, overlooking the Hudson River.
Photo: Peter Mauney ’93, MFA ’00

bard college combines a firm commitment
to an education in the liberal arts and
sciences with a readiness to innovate.
We believe that no other kind of education better prepares students for employment and life in an
increasingly globalized and rapidly changing world in which overly specialized training can quickly
become obsolete. Over the course of their careers, today’s students will confront challenges that
transcend both disciplinary boundaries and national borders. Bard prepares them for these challenges by ensuring that students learn how to think critically, how to analyze issues and problems
from different perspectives, how to ask good questions, and most important, how to learn.

choice, flexibility, and rigor are the hallmarks of the bard education, which is a
transformative synthesis of the liberal
arts and progressive traditions.
The liberal arts tradition at Bard is evident in the common curriculum for first-year students, including the First-Year Seminar and Citizen Science Program, and in general courses that ground students
in the essentials of inquiry and analysis and present a serious encounter with the world of ideas.
The progressive tradition is reflected in Bard’s tutorial system and interdisciplinary curriculum,
which emphasize independent and creative thought, and the skills required to express those
thoughts with power and effect. At the same time, Bard’s expanding system of affiliated programs,
partnerships, and centers of scholarship provides exciting opportunities for student engagement
with critical global issues and with leading scholars, artists, and experts in a diverse array of fields.
Bard provides a challenging academic program; a supportive environment that fosters a collaborative exchange of ideas in the classroom, studio, and laboratory; and access to world-class scholarship
and research.

bard students are ambitious, creative, and
curious.
They acquire their Bard education actively—the enthusiasm, hard work, and high level of engagement they bring to obtaining it stand them in excellent stead for the rest of their lives. Bard students
are lifetime learners, distinguished by their leadership, service, and interest in the wider world.

Students walk to class on the Simon’s Rock campus.
Photo: Flynn Larsen
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The Fisher Science and Academic Center sits next to a pond on the Simon’s Rock campus.
Photo: Bill Tipper
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bard college
Bard is an independent, residential college ranked 36th out of all national liberal arts colleges in the
United States. The main campus is located 90 miles from New York City in the Hudson Valley, a
beautiful setting in which students pursue their academic interests and craft a rich cultural and
social life.
Bard’s 2,000 undergraduates are held to the highest possible standard of intellectual achievement.
The student-to-faculty ratio of 10:1 allows for a high level of personal interaction between students
and faculty. Bard students are exposed to some of the finest minds in every field and discipline, and
to the newest developments and ideas in their areas of study. At Bard it is understood that education, like life itself, is a continuous process of growth and effort.
Bard’s main campus offers B.A. degrees in nearly 50 academic programs in four divisions and interdivisional disciplines, as well as a five-year B.A./B.S. degree in economics and finance. The BardRockefeller Semester in Science allows selected undergraduates to work with faculty at the
world-renowned Rockefeller University, enabling hands-on study at a graduate level. The Bard
College Conservatory of Music, which offers a first-class education in both music and the liberal
arts, offers a five-year program in which students earn a bachelor of music degree and a B.A. in a
field other than music.
Campus life is vibrant, with world-class performing arts venues; continuous and varied student
activities; and numerous cultural and recreational opportunities in the surrounding historic Hudson
River Valley and in New York City. Students choose from more than one hundred active clubs on
campus; and new clubs begin every semester.
Bard graduates enter Ph.D. programs at top-ranking universities across the nation, including
Columbia University, Harvard University, The New School for Social Research, The Juilliard School,
Washington University in St. Louis, Cornell University, Brown University, University of California–
Berkeley, and University of Wisconsin–Madison.
Bard students come from more than 50 countries around the world, including Bangladesh, Brazil,
Bulgaria, China, Cuba, France, India, Israel, Nepal, the Netherlands, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela,
and Vietnam. Financial aid is available for international students at both the main campus and the
Simon’s Rock campus.

The Gabrielle H. Reem and Herbert J. Kayden Center for Science and Computation at Bard College.
Photo: ©Peter Aaron ’68/Esto
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A class at Bard College.
Photo: Scott Barrow
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bard college at simon’s rock:
the early college
Recognizing that some talented, motivated students are ready to begin their university education
when they are 16 or 17 years old, Bard College offers a unique opportunity at its Simon’s Rock campus
in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Bard College at Simon’s Rock: The Early College is the only residential college in the United States specifically designed to provide bright, motivated students with
the opportunity to begin college immediately after the 10th or 11th grade. Simon’s Rock was ranked
the number one baccalaureate college in the nation by Washington Monthly and 11th out of all
regional colleges in the North by U.S. News and World Report.
At Simon’s Rock, students undertake a course of study as rigorous and dynamic as that at Bard’s
main campus in Annandale-on-Hudson, New York. They do so in the company of smart, independent,
creative peers who share their excitement for learning and their desire to be part of a vibrant intellectual community. Living with and learning from a diverse and talented group of classmates is an
important component of a Simon’s Rock education; international students greatly enrich our community with their perspectives and experiences.
Both the Simon’s Rock campus and the surrounding community offer a safe and caring environment
for students to study and learn. Simon’s Rock has approximately 400 students, and the faculty and
staff know each student as an individual. Our average class size is 12, and the personal attention
students receive both inside and outside of the classroom help international students to adjust to
life on campus and in the United States. Out of 82 selective colleges, Simon’s Rock ranked number
one for the quality of students’ relationships with faculty, according to the National Survey of
Student Engagement.
Close working relationships with faculty, along with superior academic training, prepare our students well for advanced degrees and successful careers. Approximately half of our students transfer
as juniors after completing the first two years at Simon’s Rock. Among our most common transfer
schools are Brown University, Stanford University, University of California–Berkeley, New York
University, Cornell University, University of Chicago, Smith College, and Bard College’s main campus.
Those students who stay for four years and complete the B.A. at Simon’s Rock also have many
options available to them. In addition to approximately 40 majors, we offer a joint program in engineering with Columbia University, as well as opportunities for in-depth study at places such as
Oxford University in England. Our B.A. graduates continue their education at top graduate and professional schools, including Yale University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard
University, University of California–Berkeley, Stanford University, California Institute of Technology,
and the London School of Economics and Political Science. Simon’s Rock ranks 13th in the United
States for the proportion of our students who go on to earn Ph.D.s.
Simon’s Rock alumni/ae tend to be innovative thinkers who become leaders in their chosen professions
at a young age. When Forbes magazine published their first set of “30 Under 30” lists, which named
the most creative minds in 12 fields, four of the individuals featured—in law and policy, art and design,
science, and technology—had graduated from Simon’s Rock. Forbes described their picks as “people
who aren’t waiting to reinvent the world”—a perfect description of Simon’s Rock students.
International students gather to share a meal at Simon’s Rock.
Photo: Alejandro de Onis
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Students leaving the Daniel Arts Center at Simon’s Rock.
Photo: Flynn Larsen
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