FEBRUARY 2021

Spring Semester Off to a Safe Start
All of our residential students are safely back on campus, and we’re ready to kick off the spring
semester. As with the fall, the spring semester will be conducted primarily in-person, with
some hybrid and remote options. Classes began meeting this week—now, we’re just waiting
for the spring thaw!

Keep Simon’s Rock Strong
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to
the Fund for Simon’s Rock in 2020. Faced with
unprecedented need this year, we received recordlevel donations between July 1 and December 31.
Truly, Simon's Rock is strong. But we’re not out of the
woods yet. We face continued COVID-related costs
even as we maintain our commitment to an in-person
learning community.
If you’ve already given, thank you. We hope you will
consider making another donation of any amount.
> Donate
If you have not made your annual gift yet, we urge
you to do so today, and we thank you for your support.
> Donate
And for a limited time and as a special offer to new donors, first-time donors who give $100 or
more before February 28 will receive a special-edition Simon’s Rock tote bag as a thank-you
gift.
> Donate

24th W.E.B. DU BOIS MEMORIAL LECTURE
Storytelling in Times of Crisis: Using the Past
to Fight for Justice in the Present
Dr. Shana Russell will deliver the W.E.B. Du Bois Memorial
Lecture on Monday, February 22, at 8:00 p.m. EST.
Established at Simon’s Rock in 1996, the W.E.B. Du Bois
Memorial Lecture is given each year by a distinguished
individual whose achievements carry on the legacy of Du Bois,
the civil rights leader and scholar from Great Barrington.
Dr. Russell is a scholar, educator, storyteller, and assistant
professor of English at BHSEC Newark. Her talk will draw from the work of Du Bois and the
NAACP publication, The Crisis, to explore how storytelling, history, and academic discourse
can inform the organization of movements and activism.
> View event details

GameStop, Robinhood, and the
Financial Markets
Join Dan Neilson ‘97, faculty in economics, for a virtual
conversation about the GameStop trading controversy
and what it says about Wall Street’s financial markets,
on Thursday, February 25, from 6:15 to 7:00 p.m.
EST. This Zoom event is open to the Simon’s Rock
community.
> Join Directly via Zoom
Meeting ID: 835 8660 0467
Passcode: V3Zb43
If you missed last month’s conversation with Dan about the Biden-Harris Administration, you
can watch it here.

Wanted: Your Simon’s Rock Story
Help us fill the Simon’s Rock Archives with alumni
stories. Archivist Erin Donahue makes it simple, using
an interview process inspired by StoryCorps. We invite
you to share your unique experiences at this unique
college. Contact Erin at archives@simons-rock.edu.

Simon's Rock students in the bookstore, 2007

Office of Admission Invites Prospective Families
This month, prospective students and their families are invited to join a conversation with
Provost John Weinstein. He’ll share updates from campus, discuss the past, present, and
future of Simon’s Rock, and answer questions. All prospective students and families who want
to learn more about Simon's Rock are encouraged to attend!
Conversations with the Provost: Academy
Friday, February 12, 6:00–6:30 p.m. EST > Register
Saturday, February 13, 6:00–6:30 p.m. EST > Register
Conversations with the Provost: College
Friday, February 12, 7:00–7:30 p.m. EST > Register
Saturday, February 13, 7:00–7:30 p.m. EST > Register

Next Alumni Zoom Meet-Up:
February 25
Join our dedicated hosts David Segil '00 and Valerie
Ferrier '94 for the next Alumni Zoom Meet-Up. Each
month, Rockers from all classes are invited to meet
up on Zoom to reconnect from the comfort of home.
The next gathering is scheduled for Thursday,
February 25, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. EST.
Join us and come ready to share your Simon's
Rock stories. For more information and the meeting
link, contact advancement@simons-rock.edu.

We're on YouTube!
Have you visited the Simon’s Rock YouTube channel
lately? It features videos of our latest virtual events,
programs, and discussions, as well as a rich archive of Simon’s Rock content from recent
years. Not sure where to begin? Try this playlist, featuring recent programs sponsored by the
Office of Institutional Advancement.

Pets of Simon’s Rock
Meet Latigo. Latigo’s human is Betsy Walker
'68. Latigo is a certified social therapy dog,
who, in non-pandemic times, makes weekly
visits to special education classes, nursing
homes, and local youth shelters to bring some
joy where it is often most needed. Here he is
enjoying a “peek-a-boo” at a local park.
Got a cute pet pic you want to share? Send it
along with your name, entering class year, your
pet’s name, and your contact info to Rebecca
Wehry, rwehry@simons-rock.edu.
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