JANUARY 2020

Save the Date for Commencement/Alumni Reunion Weekend, May
15–17
Bard College at Simon’s Rock is pleased to offer a weekend of celebration and homecoming
with Commencement/Alumni Reunion Weekend, May 15–17, our first since 1994! These
combined events will gather the whole Simon’s Rock community of new graduates and their
families, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends.
For alumni, the weekend will kick off Friday night, May 15, with a reunion mixer in southern
Berkshire County.
On Saturday, May 16, alumni are invited to
march in the Commencement processional
and join the new graduates’ family and friends
under the tent for a ceremony that will include a
Commencement Address by tech innovator
Jessica Mah, Class of 2006, founder and CEO
of inDinero. The entire Simon’s Rock
community will gather on the lawn of Blodgett
House following Commencement for a
celebratory reception.
On Saturday evening, alumni are invited to return to campus for Reunion Cocktails and the
Alumni Recognition Dinner under the stars. Alumni reunion will conclude on Sunday morning
with the traditional jazz brunch in the Dining Hall.
Families can expect more details in the coming weeks about Commencement, and alumni
will be hearing more about Reunion activities, too. In the meantime, save the date!

Weekend Accommodations for Families and Alumni
For Commencement/Alumni Reunion Weekend, Simon’s Rock has partnered with Fairfield
Inn in Great Barrington to offer a block of rooms for a limited-time discount on overnight and
weekend accommodations (housing will not be available on-campus).
> Learn more and book now

Additionally, Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge and Briarcliff Motel in Great Barrington are offering
special promotional prices, if you book your reservation for Commencement/Alumni Reunion
Weekend during the month of February.
> Learn more about Briarcliff and book now
> Learn more about Red Lion Inn and book now

Commemorate Your Simon’s Rock
Experience
In time for Commencement planning, the Office of
Institutional Advancement invites families and alumni
to commemorate their student’s or their own
experience at Simon’s Rock with an engraved brick.
Early ordering encouraged! Please contact Rebecca
Wehry, Assistant Director, Annual Fund at
rwehry@simons-rock.edu for sizes and pricing.

And please remember Simon’s Rock in your 2020
charitable giving. Visit our website to set up a
recurring donation or make a one-time gift.
> Give to Simon's Rock

Thank you for your recent support!
A complete list of donors for Fiscal Year 2019 is now available.
> Donor Report

Sarena Martinez '12 Named
Rhodes Scholar
Simon’s Rock alumna Sarena Martinez was
selected as one of the 32 Americans awarded
the 2020 Rhodes Scholarship. Next October,
Sarena will begin studies in Oxford, England
where she plans to pursue a Master of Public
Policy.
She joins Ronan Farrow '99 as Simon’s Rock’s second Rhodes Scholar.
> Read More

College to Host Dance
Performance for W.E.B. Du Bois
Birthday Celebration
On February 22, San Francisco-based
choreographer, director, and performance
innovator, Joanna Haigood will explore issues
of race and identity in her performance
installation, Between me and the other world, a
dynamic exploration of scholar and Great
Barrington-born civil rights leader W.E.B. Du
Bois' seminal work The Souls of Black Folk, as
part of the Legacy Committee of the Town of
Great Barrington's annual celebration of his birth. The performance is co-sponsored by
Simon's Rock in partnership with Jacob’s Pillow and the NAACP Berkshire County Branch.
> Read More

Youth Summer Programs
This year, Simon’s Rock is offering an
expanded list of summer programs for
students in middle school and older. These
programs are a wonderful way to introduce a
future Rocker to the Simon's Rock
experience.
> The Ways of Water, July 6–17, is a two-week day program for ages 11–13 offering an
interdisciplinary and recreational exploration of the many ways water fits into our lives.
> Young Writer’s Workshop, July 12 – August 1, is a three-week residential program for
students currently completing grades 9–11. This distinguished and longstanding creative
writing program is part of the National Writing and Thinking Network.
> Field & Forest: Food Studies in the Berkshires, July 19–25, is a one-week residential
program for rising 7th- through 9th-graders, offering an intensive, hands-on introduction to
the field of food studies utilizing place-based learning, along with field trips and recreational
activities.

In Memoriam
Simon’s Rock mourns the loss of long-time
employee and friend, Owen D. “Corky” Shultis,
who worked in Physical Plant for 43 years.
> Read more
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