JANUARY 2021
First-Ever Founder’s Day
Drive a Success
Thanks to everyone who supported the
College through our inaugural Founder’s
Day fundraising drive, honoring the
legacy and achievements of Elizabeth
Blodgett Hall. We stand once again at a
moment in social, cultural, and political
history that demands an innovative vision for higher education, just as Betty Hall herself
understood in 1966 when she launched Simon’s Rock—and with it the early college
movement. Inspired by her tireless dedication to meeting the educational needs of younger
scholars who were not being served by conventional high schools, Simon’s Rock today
provides a pathbreaking educational experience. Your dollars help sustain our investment in a
secure and healthy on-campus experience. If you have not had a chance to donate yet,
please visit this link to make your gift today.
To learn more about Betty Hall, play this video.

Simon's Rock is committed to the ideals of the liberal arts and sciences—of truth,
knowledge, equality, and justice—and we stand in support of the democratic process and all
those who work tirelessly to uphold it.

Prof. Dan Neilson ’97 Discusses the
New Administration
Join us for a special virtual conversation with Daniel
H. Neilson '97, Simon's Rock faculty in economics, on
Wednesday, January 20, from 6:15 to 7:00 p.m. EST.
Dan will host an informal Zoom conversation about
the Biden-Harris Administration, the inauguration, and
more. Dan’s work studies the financial relationships
and institutions of contemporary capitalism. He is the
author of Minsky, which builds a theory of financial
capitalism based on the work of monetary theorist
Hyman Minsky. Neilson's previous research has focused on China's financial markets, on the
structure of the global monetary system, and on the evolution of the Federal Reserve. Bring
your thoughts and questions, and then stick around for the Alumni Meet-Up.

Special Inauguration Day-Themed
Alumni Zoom Meet-Up
Stick around after Dan’s talk and join hosts David
Segil '00 and Valerie Ferrier '94 for a special
Inauguration Day Alumni Zoom Meet-Up from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. EST. Rockers from all classes are invited
to this virtual gathering where you can discuss your
thoughts on Inauguration Day and share
your Simon’s Rock stories from the comfort of your
couch. For more information, contact
advancement@simons-rock.edu.

Countdown to the Spring Semester
On January 23, the first group of students will arrive
for the spring 2021 semester. Classes begin in the
first week of February and will be conducted
primarily in-person, along with hybrid and remote
courses for students unable to return to the
campus.
Our in-person Spring Semester Plan is designed to
replicate the safety and success of our fall 2020
strategy with a phased quarantine approach,
ongoing testing, informed decision-making, and a
culture of community support. Developed in
consultation with our students, the spring strategy
and the academic calendar include additional
breaks for students and extend in-person classes through the entire semester.

Stay Up-to-Date with Simon’s Rock on
Social Media
To stay current with the latest Rocker news and
campus updates, follow Simon’s Rock on social media!
We have dedicated Alumni-specific channels on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and you can also
find Simon’s Rock on Linked In. Don’t forget to follow
along and continue the conversation on our other
Simon’s Rock channels, too (which you can find in the
footer of this newsletter)!

Admission Update: Academy
Application Deadline
Extended to Feb. 1
Given the difficulties of the last year,
many students and families need more
time to plan for the year ahead. With
that in mind, we’ve extended the Bard
Academy admission deadline for fall
2021 applicants from January 15 to February 1. We invite you to encourage interested
Academy students to apply via the Gateway to Prep or the Standard Application Online (SAO)
applications; your referral would make them eligible for a $1,000 Alumni Referral Scholarship.
The Office of Admission is also hosting calls for prospective Academy students and their
families with Provost John Weinstein, who will share updates from campus, discuss Simon’s
Rock’s past, present, and future, and answer questions. Those interested can register for
either of the following upcoming sessions:
Saturday, January 16, 5:00 p.m. EST. Register
Monday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. EST. Register

Pets of Simon’s Rock
Meet Norbu (whose name means precious jewel in
Tibetan). Norbu’s human is Lauren Leve ‘84.
Got a cute pet pic you want to share? Send it along with
your name, entering class year, your pet’s name, and
your contact info to Rebecca Wehry, rwehry@simonsrock.edu.

Bard Academy and Bard College at Simon's Rock
84 Alford Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230
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