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Welcome new Rockers! Last month 179 first-year students arrived on campus to begin their 
studies at Bard Academy and Bard College at Simon’s Rock. Read on for news about 
upcoming events, including fall Family Weekend and the new spring dates for Reunion.

Join us for a Special Event in NYC
Simon’s Rock will host psychologist Dr. Jeff Gardere at the
LGBT Center in New York City on October 2 at 7:00 p.m. In
"Opening Their Minds: Adolescent Potential for School
Success and Beyond,” Dr. Gardere will ask how we can
create room for curiosity and emotional growth in the lives of
today’s adolescents. These young people have experienced
steady pressure to prepare for college and career, and an
atmosphere of crisis, since early childhood. In this context,
Simon’s Rock’s mission is perhaps more important now than
ever before. The event is free and open to parents and
alumni from throughout the region. Registration is required.

> Register to attend "Opening Their Minds"

Family Weekend
October 25–27

Mark your calendars for October 25–27 when 
we invite families to return to Great Barrington 
for Family Weekend. Join your students on 
campus as well as meet with their academic 
advisors, professors, and residence directors. 
Planned events include parent workshops, 
academic presentations, and an alumni panel 
on life after Simon's Rock. Registration is 
strongly encouraged. 

> Register for Family Weekend today! 

Sponsor-a-Book!

Each year, the Alumni Library invites family and friends to sponsor a book selected from
among our latest acquisitions with a customized bookplate. Funds raised support additional 
purchases for the collection. Sample books to be offered for sponsorship during Family 
Weekend include:

Fully Automated Luxury Communism: A Manifesto by Aaron Bastani
Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo
99 Variations on a Proof by Philip Ording
Fruitless | Fallen | Woven by Tanya Marcuse, Class of ’81

Commencement and Alumni
Weekend, May 16–17, 2020

Planning is now underway for a combined 
celebration of new Simon’s Rock graduates 
and alumni—Commencement and Alumni 
Weekend, May 16 and 17, 2020. With this 
shift in schedule, we hope to offer alumni, 
families, faculty, and new graduates an 
opportunity to meet and mingle during the crowning achievement of the academic year. 
Alumni programming will continue following commencement ceremonies and into the next 
day for a fun springtime reunion in the Berkshires. 

Acting Provost Announced

Simon's Rock welcomes Professor Dimitri B. Papadimitriou to 
campus in the role of Acting Provost while Vice President and 
Provost Ian Bickford is on a special academic-year assignment in 
Vietnam. Professor Papadimitriou, who is a Simon’s Rock parent 
and former ex officio member of the Board of Overseers, is 
Executive Vice President Emeritus of Bard College in Annandale-
on-Hudson and President of the Levy Economics Institute. He also 
served as Minister of Economy and Development for the Hellenic Republic from 2016 to 2018. 

At the request of President Leon Botstein, Dr. Bickford will spend significant time this year in 
Ho Chi Minh City helping to establish the new Fulbright University Vietnam, which has been 
guided in its planning phase by Bard College, Harvard University, and Olin College of 
Engineering. Dr. Bickford will return to Great Barrington regularly throughout the 2019–2020 
academic year. 

Taylor Horn ’09 Remembered

On June 1, family, friends, and mentors of Taylor 
Horn traveled from across the country to gather 
in Kellogg and pay their respects. Taylor had been 
deployed to Germany as an intelligence analyst 
for the United States government in January 
2019. Tragically, he lost his life in April in a hiking 
accident. For more information about Taylor, his 
family invites the Simon’s Rock community to 
visit his memorial site, www.taylorhorn.org. An 
endowed scholarship is being established in 
Taylor’s name at Simon’s Rock. Contributions 
should be directed to the Office of Institutional Advancement, specifying the Taylor Horn 
Memorial Scholarship. Donations also can be made online (please designate Taylor’s name 
at the “in honor/memory of” prompt).

> Donate to the scholarship fund

Bard Academy Family Association Monthly Meet-
ups

Academy parents are invited to join us live or via video link for monthly 
discussions about your student’s experience. Spend an hour with Bard 
Academy Dean Kristy McMorris, along with staff, faculty, and 
facilitators from across campus who will answer your questions about life here. 

Fall Schedule:
Oct. 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 5 at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact Kristy McMorris at kmcmorris@simons-rock.edu.

Fall Admission Events

Academy Open House

Do you know a curious young scholar? Bard Academy is
hosting an Open House on Saturday, October 19.
Prospective 9th- and 10th-graders will meet the Dean of the
Academy, faculty, campus life leaders, and students, have a
tour of our beautiful campus, and enjoy a class experience
with a member of our passionate and inspiring faculty. This is
a great way to learn about the academic and residential
aspects of Bard Academy, whether new to Simon’s Rock, or
an old friend.

College Discovery Days

Discovery Days offer a similar introduction to the College.
They include encounters with students, faculty, and campus leaders, and a chance to sample
a class, learn about research opportunities, study abroad, dual degree programs in
engineering and sustainability, and extracurricular life. Our upcoming Discovery Days
are Saturday, September 14 and Saturday, December 7.

We also welcome prospective students to visit us at any time.

Registration is required for all programs. Call the Office of Admission at 800-235-7186 with
questions.

Bard Academy and Bard College at Simon's Rock
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